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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.97 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Under the provisions of 37 C.F.R. 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicants would like to 
call Examiner's attention to the reference listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. Copies 
are enclosed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.98, with the exception of the German journal 
reference. Further, these references were cited in the International Search Report dated 
August 10, 2000 in the parent PCT case. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(b)(1), this Information Disclosure Statement is 
being filed within three months of the date of entry of a national application and before a 
first Action on this case. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. 1.97(g) and 37 C.F.R. 1.97(h), filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search 
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has been made and shall not be construed to be an admission that theTnformation cited in 
the statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 C.F.R. 
1.56(b). 

The Examiner is requested to make the attached references of record and to 
consider these references with other such references deemed pertinent as a result of the 
Examiner's own independent search and examination. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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Att. - PTO-1449 w/references 

D. Peter Hochberg Co., L.P.A. 
The Baker Building - 6 th Floor 
1940 East 6 th Street 
Cleveland, OH 441 14 
(216) 771-3800 
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Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 B41M 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to tho extent that such documents are Included in the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal, WPI Data, PAJ 
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WO 97 44196 A (SLS BIOPHILE LIMITED 
; CLEMENT ROBERT MARC (GB); FIRTH NAV10R 
(GB)) 27 November 1997 (1997-11-27) 
the whole document 

"RECHNERGESTEUERTE 
LASERBESCHRIFTUNGSGERATE" 
KUNSTSTOFFE.DE, CARL HANSER VERLAG. 
MUNCHEN, 
vol. 78, no. 9, 
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the whole document 
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• Special categories of cited documents : 

*A' document defining the general state of the art which fs not 
considered to be of particular relevance 

'E" earfier document but published on or after the international 
Niing date 

V document which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or 
which Is cited to establish the publication date of another 
cftation or other special reason (as specified) 

*0" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhfoitionor 
other means 

T" document published prior to the International filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

"X" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
involve an Inventive step when the document is taken alone 

"V document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to Involve an Inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more.other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
fn the art. 

*&" document member of the same patent family 
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22 March 2000 (2000-03-22) 
paragraphs '0018! , '0019! ; figure 2 
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EP 0 688 678 A (BEIERSD0RF AG) 
27 December 1995 (1995-12-27) 
claims 
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DE 196 30 478 A (QUARZWERKE GMBH) 
29 January 1998 (1998-01-29) 
claim 1 
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